TooOLS OF EXPLORATION

adventure, just you, your horse, and your navigation tools

STER
MOUNTED
ORIENTEERING’S

by CHERYL RHODES
What a thrill it would be to take off on a backwoods
— GPS, map, and compass — to solve mysteries.

Add to that a time element and a healthy dose of
competition and you've got an engrossing activity!

ompetitive mounted orienteering Is a
C:i:‘m.-d event consisting ol a horse and rider
team, equipped with the afore-mentioned
tools. Riders head out individually o in groups
to locate chees and follow a course, finding as
many hidden abjective stations as possible in
the least amount of time.

Before the competition beging, the nide
manager, whe can be any member of the Na-
tional Association of Competitive Mounted
Orienteering goes to an anes and places fve
1o ten paper plates in the woods Each plate
is identitied with two letters, a number, and
the date. The plates are placed aleng the trail
system and must be readable by horseback,
although sometimes it takes a keen eye and
sheer determination to spot them, The plates
might be placed on the ground in an open area,
on @ tree stump, or hanging fom a tree, When
the rde manager places a plate, he chooses
two landmarks that can be easily desoribed,
such as a unigue tree, a boulder, ar a route
magker sign,

Riders leave at intervals of five teten min-
uftes apart: teams can consist of one person or
maore, thowgh most fde In twos or threes
Teams do not see the ride map belore they
start and do not need te find the numbered
plates in any particular order, Part of the strat-
egy ks choosing a route that will allow them ta
find all the markers in a time faster tham the
other teams. When a team arrives at a num-
bered spot they tum the map over 1o read the
clue, identity the two described landmarks,
take compass readings, then walk their horses
to where the two lines intersect and laak fos
the plate

The team wites down the two letters on
the paper plate next tothe corresponding clue
on their map as proof that they did find the
|'||a|:E Tiziens canncd Lamper with Th F||alt: and
must leave it where It was found. Any team
caught hiding a plate will be disqualified. Once
all membeers of the team have crossed the fin-
ich line, & team member hands the ride man-
ager thelr map, and the manager checks that
all the betbers are comect, The team that finds
the most markers in the shortest period of time
is the winner Ribbons are given oul 1o sixth
place, but prizes are generally only awarded
at the club's year-end banguet

Compsetitors tend o be an informal group
who enjoy getting together with Iriencls and
their horses to enpoy a trall fde with the chal-
lenge ol finding the hidden markers. Some
take the sport more seriously than others, but
everyone chooses the intensity of how they
compete. Membership dues are S350 (0 annu-
ally or 530000 per family and this includes an
equine liability insurance pelicy. Each club
sels its own rates for a day's competition, but
510000 per person s the average entry fee. For
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In competitive mounted orienteering, Riders head out
individually or in groups to locate clues and follow a course,
finding as many hidden objective stations as possible in

the least amount of time.

more information and to locate a group in your
area, go lo the website for the National Asso-
ciation of Competitive Mounted Orienteering
hip e, NACIAG Qg

Chevyl Rivodes i3 the autfor of “Recipes Mu
Metier Forgal...Family Stule Conking and a
Caregivers Guilde to Alzheimer's Disense.” S
has publisived travel, dog, and country living
articles, as well as muoneerons equine articles.

MAP IT!
Online Resources
for Topographical Maps

UsSGs
Order maps directly from the USGS
SHOFe, USES GOV

Mational Ceographic
Award winning, casy-to-use [opo soft-
WalTE
maps. nationalgecgraphic.comtopo

lopo Zone
Free interactive cnline USGS topo maps
W L C RO EORNE, COm

Microsoit's Temra Server
View maps and acrial photos of varicus
parts af the Earth,
te rraserver microsoft.com!

Maptech's Outdoor Navigatar
Mapping software for use on your Palm,
Pocket PC or Windows Mobile
Smartphone
www maptech.com/products!
outdoomavigatorindex.¢fm

httpo/earth. google com/
It's pretty cool program and it's free

Do Not Leave Home Without
Tools for Orienteering

GPS MANUFACTURERS:
Garmin
www.garmin.com
Magellan
www magellangps.com
Lowrance

waw lowrance.com

BINCULAR MANUFACTURERS
Nikon
nikon topica.ne i|:l-|.'|| £
Steiner Birding
weaw steines-birding.com
Eagle Optics
www eagleoptics.com
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Come visit my website and 't arm
vour with truck knowledge. That's
the best way to get the “Right Truck
or SUV amd the right accessories
make you safe and trailering fun.

YTRUCE.CO

f'you are like most people planning
n buying a pickup truck or SUY,
ou're wondering exactly what
ruck you really need. Don't depend
hn the salesperson to know the an-
bwer, They've only been selling
rucks for 2 days, 2 weeks, or 2
months! In my 32 years on the farm,
ve put over 1,000,000 miles pull-
ng trailers and wearing out pickup
rucks like only a farmer coubd! Just
think of me as your guide to the
nside. Read my, Truth About
Trucks! Get the Best Truck. Gas or
Diesel Truck and SUV Free TruckS
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